
   MINUTES OF 
 

 
 

      RICHLAND COUNTY COUNCIL 
     REGULAR SESSION 

    TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2008 
      6:00 p.m. 

 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was sent to 

radio and TV stations, newspapers, persons requesting notification, and was posted on 
the bulletin board located in the lobby of the County Administration Building. 

============================================================= 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Vice-Chair  Valerie Hutchinson 
Member  Joyce Dickerson 
Member  Norman Jackson 
Member  Damon Jeter 
Member  Paul Livingston 
Member  Bill Malinowski 
Member  Mike Montgomery 
Member  L. Gregory Pearce, Jr. 
Member  Bernice G. Scott 
Member  Kit Smith 
 
OTHERS PRESENT – Michielle Cannon-Finch, Milton Pope, Tony McDonald, Sparty 
Hammett, Roxanne Matthews, Joe Cronin, Stephany Snowden, Jennifer Dowden, 
Tamara King, Larry Smith, Pam Davis, Daniel Driggers, Teresa Smith, David Hoops, 
Dale Welch, Joseph Kocy, Anna Almeida, Jennie Sherry-Linder, Dwight Hanna, Paul 
Brawley, Monique Walters, Michelle Onley 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:01 p.m. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

The Invocation was given by the Honorable Kit Smith 
 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Honorable Kit Smith 
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PRESENTATION 
 

City Year – This presentation was deferred until January. 
 

CITIZENS’ INPUT 
 

Mr. C. B. Smith, Mr. Merrill Donahoe, Mr. Bob Pulliam, Mr. Frank Manning, and Mr. 
Elliott Powell spoke regarding the renaming of Owens Field Airport. 
 
Senator Kay Patterson presented Ms. Scott with framed copy of an article from The 
State newspaper. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Zoning Public Hearing:  November 25, 2008 – Mr. Livingston moved, seconded by Mr. 
Pearce, to approve the minutes as distributed.  The vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
Regular Session:  December 2, 2008 – Ms. Smith moved, seconded by Mr. Pearce, to 
approve the minutes as amended.  The vote in favor was unanimous. 
 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

Mr. Pope stated that a check presentation to LRADAC needed to be added under the 
Report of the County Administrator. 
 
Ms. Smith moved to unanimously adopt the agenda as amended.  The vote in favor was 
unanimous. 

 
REPORT OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION ITEMS 

 
The following items were potential Executive Session items: 

 
a. Farmers’ Market Update 
b. Personnel Matter 
 

REPORT OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
 

LRADAC Check Presentation – Mr. Pope presented Ms. Debbie Francis with a check. 
 
Economic Development Strategic Plan Update – Ms. Matthews updated Council on 
this project.  The final report should be available in March 2009. 
 
C Funds Update – Mr. Pope stated that Mr. Brown, in the Legislative Delegation office, 
has expressed that the funds could potentially be released in February 2009. 
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Project Pet Documents – Mr. Pope stated that all the documents have been executed 
and Council will be provided updates as the project proceeds. 
 
Joint City/County Ad Hoc Transportation Committee Update – Mr. Pope stated that 
the next scheduled meeting will be December 23rd at 9:00 a.m. at CMRTA. 
 
Strategic Plan Update – Mr. Pope stated that a draft of the Strategic Plan was included 
in the agenda packet.  Staff has requested that a public hearing be held before the plan 
is adopted. 
 
Farmers’ Market Update – This item was taken up during Executive Session. 
 
Smoking Ban Enforcement Update – Mr. Pope stated that the County’s enforcement 
policy will closely parallel the City’s enforcement.  All pertinent information will be 
available to the citizens on the County’s website and all businesses will receive 
information during the business license renewal process.  The Ombudsman’s Office will 
also be assisting with the enforcement of the smoking ban. 
 
Rowing Club MOU – Mr. Pope stated that the MOU had been forwarded out to Council 
and would be placed on the agenda in January. 
 
Personnel Matter:  Richland County Magistrate – This matter was taken up during 
Executive Session. 
 
Genesis Report – Mr. Pope stated that the final report was forwarded via e-mail to 
Council for review. 
 
2009 Council Retreat – Mr. Pope reminded Council that the Retreat will be held 
January 8th and 9th at the Adult Activity Center on Parklane Road. 
 

REPORT OF THE CLERK OF COUNCIL 
 

Swearing-in Ceremony:  January 6, 2009 – Ms. Finch stated that the Swearing-in 
Ceremony will be held January 6th at 3:30 p.m. in Council Chambers with a reception 
immediately following. 
 

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN 
 

Personnel Matter – Ms. Hutchinson stated that the County Administrator’s Evaluation 
will be taken up during Executive Session. 
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PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 

 
Ms. Hutchinson opened the floor to the following public hearing: 
 

• Ordinance authorizing certain economic incentives, including payment of a 
fee in lieu of property taxes and other related matters, pursuant to a fee  
agreement between Richland County, South Carolina, and Project Bay 
[Koyo Bearings], pursuant to Title 12, Chapter 44, Code of Laws of South 
Carolina, 1976, as amended, for a project involving an investment of not 
less than $30,000,000 – No one signed up to speak. 

• Ordinance authorizing the execution and delivery of a fee in lieu of tax 
agreement between Richland County, South Carolina and Project LOOP; 
and other matters relating thereto including, without limitation, payment of 
a fee in lieu of taxes – Mr. Pearce moved, seconded by Mr. Montgomery, to 
defer the public hearing.  The vote in favor was unanimous. 

 
The public hearings were closed. 
 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS 
 

Mr. Pearce moved, seconded by Ms. Scott, to approve the following consent items: 
 
• 08-34MA, University Suites, HI to RM-HD (13.94 Acres), Multi-Family Use, 

13607-02-01, Bluff Rd. [Third Reading] 
• 08-36MA, Security Federal, NC to OI (2 Acres), Bank, 02505-02-10, Hwy, 176 

& Rauch Metz Rd. [Third Reading] 
• 08-37MA, Bruce Oswald, GC to RS-MD (.83 Acres), Residential, 11708-06-06, 

5706 Fairfield Rd. [Third Reading] 
• 08-38MA, Deborah Shaffer, RU to RS-LD (2.94 Acres), Residential, 01316-01-

01/02/03/04/05/06/07 [Third Reading] 
• An Ordinance amending the Richland County Code of Ordinances, so as to 

correctly reflect that Sexually Oriented Businesses are permitted in the HI 
Zoning District, as well as in the GC Zoning District [Third Reading] 

• Ordinance authorizing certain economic incentives, including payment of a 
fee in lieu of property taxes and other related matters, pursuant to a fee 
agreement between Richland County, South Carolina, and Project Bay 
[Koyo Bearings], pursuant to Title 12, Chapter 44, Code of Laws of South 
Carolina, 1976, as amended, for a project involving an investment of not 
less than $30,000,000 [Third Reading] 

• An Ordinance authorizing the execution and delivery of a fee in lieu of tax 
agreement between Richland County, South Carolina, and Project Loop; 
and other matters relating thereto including, without limitation, payment of 
a fee in lieu of taxes [Second Reading] 

 
The vote in favor was unanimous. 
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THIRD READING ITEMS 
 

08-28MA, Sycamore Development, RU to RS-MD (36.35 Acres), Residential, 20500-
04-03/01(p)/04(p), Rimer Pond Rd. – Ms. Dickerson moved, seconded by Ms. Scott, to 
approve this item with the deed restrictions being filed with the County before the land is 
developed.   The vote was in favor. 
 
08-29MA, Sycamore Development, RU to RS-MD (31.23 Acres), Residential, 20500-
04-01(p), Rimer Pond Rd. – Ms. Dickerson moved, seconded by Ms. Scott, to approve 
this item with the deed restrictions being filed with the County before the land is 
developed.  The vote was in favor. 
 
08-03MA, Charlie Waite, Summit Contractors, Inc., HI to RM-HD (27.86 Acres), 
Multi-Family Apartments, 17400-05-30, Clemson Rd. & Longreen Parkway – Mr. 
Pearce moved, seconded Mr. Jeter, to approve this item.  The vote was in favor. 
 
08-31MA, Jim Poston, M-1 to GC (.92 Acres), Zaxby’s, 17400-05-40(p), Clemson & 
Longtown Rd. – Mr. Pearce moved, seconded by Mr. Livingston, to approve this item.  
The vote was in favor. 
 
An Ordinance Amending the Richland County Code of Ordinances, regarding 
lighting standards – Mr. Montgomery moved, seconded by Mr. Malinowski, to approve 
this item.  The vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
Ordinance authorizing an amendment to the Master Agreement governing the I-77 
Corridor Regional Industrial Park by and between Richland County, South 
Carolina, and Fairfield County, South Carolina, to expand the boundaries of the 
park to include certain property owned by Primesouth, Inc., and other related 
matters – Mr. Malinowski moved, seconded by Mr. Livingston, to approve this item with 
the exhibit being attached before minutes are approved.  The vote in favor was 
unanimous. 
 

SECOND READING ITEMS 
 

An Ordinance Amending the Richland County Code of Ordinances; Chapter 12, 
Garbage, Trash and Refuse; Article II, Collection and Disposal; Section 12-16, 
Yard Trash and other Household Articles – Ms. Dickerson moved, seconded by Ms. 
Smith, to give Second Reading to this item and have Council’s various questions and 
concerns addressed before Third Reading.  The vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
An Ordinance amending the Richland County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 10, 
Fire Prevention and Protection – Mr. Pearce moved, seconded by Ms. Smith, to 
approve this item with the inclusion of the date of March 1, 2009 in Section IV.  The vote 
in favor was unanimous. 
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Alternative Dirt Road Paving Program/Ordinance to permit adoption of countywide 
dirt road paving program standards – Ms. Scott moved, seconded by Mr. Livingston, 
to give Second Reading to this item with the inclusion of Mr. Hoops and Councilman 
Jackson’s distributed amendments to the ordinance.  The vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
Eastover Sewer Budget Amendment – The vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
Ordinance Amending the business license fee schedule, placing a cap at an 
amount to be determined – A discussion took place. 
 
Ms. Smith moved to give a 10% reduction in the business license rates and draft a fund 
balance amendment.  The motion died for lack of a second. 
 
Mr. Montgomery moved, seconded by Ms. Scott, to reduce the business license rates by 
20% and hold a Special Called meeting on December 30th.   
 

In Favor Oppose 
 Pearce  Malinowski 

Jackson Jeter 
Hutchinson Livingston 
Dickerson Smith 
Scott   
Montgomery 

 
The motion failed.  
 
Mr. Livingston moved, seconded by Mr. Jeter, to reduce the business license rates by 
10% and to have the A&F Committee to investigate the business license fee structure. 
 

In Favor Oppose 
 Pearce  Hutchinson 

Malinowski 
Jackson 
Jeter 
Livingston 
Dickerson 
Smith 
Scott 
Montgomery 

 
The motion to reduce the business license fee rates by 10% passed.   
 
Ordinance Amending the reassessment of the business license fee structure each 
year during the budget process – Mr. Montgomery moved, seconded by Ms. 
Dickerson, to approve this item.  The vote in favor was unanimous. 
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REPORT OF DEVELOPMENT AND SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 

Report of December 16th Special Called Meeting – The committee recommended 
renaming the Columbia Owens Downtown Airport to the Jim Hamilton Airport and to 
have the A&F Committee propose a policy regarding renaming of facilities. [This 
portion of the minutes was reconsidered at the December 30th Special Called 
Meeting.] 
 
A discussion took place. 
 

In Favor Oppose 
 Pearce  Malinowski 

Jackson Smith 
Jeter  Montgomery 
Hutchinson 
Livingston 
Dickerson 
Scott 

 
REPORT OF RULES AND APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE 

 
I. NOTIFICATION OF VACANCIES ON BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND  

COMMITTEES 
 
a. Planning Commission—1 – Mr. Montgomery stated that the committee 

recommended that staff advertise for this vacancy.  The vote in favor was 
unanimous. 

 
II. NOTIFICATION OF APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND  

COMMITTEES 
 
a. Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee—2 – Mr. Montgomery 

stated that the committee recommended that staff re-advertise for these 
vacancies.  The vote in favor was unanimous. 

 
b. Airport Commission—3 – Mr. Montgomery stated that the committee 

recommended appointing Mr. James E. Christopher and to re-advertise 
for the remaining vacancies.  The vote in favor was unanimous. 

 
c. Board of Assessment Control—1 – Mr. Montgomery stated that the 

committee recommended that staff re-advertise for this vacancy.  The 
vote in favor was unanimous. 

  
d. Lexington/Richland Alcohol and Drug Abuse Council—2 – Mr. 

Montgomery stated that the committee recommended appointing Mr. 
Timothy D. Harbeson and Ms. Marilyn M. Matheus.  The vote in favor was 
unanimous. 
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e. Planning Commission—2 – Mr. Montgomery stated that the committee 
recommended deferring the appointments.  The vote in favor was 
unanimous. 

 
f. Richland Memorial Hospital Board—3 – Mr. Montgomery stated that 

the committee recommended appointing Ms. Wendi J. Nance, Ms. Candy 
Y. Waites and Mr. Harry C. Ward.  The vote in favor was unanimous. 

 
III. Council Individual Discretionary Accounts – Mr. Montgomery stated that this 

item was held in committee. 
 

OTHER ITEMS 
 

Report of Hospitality Tax Ad Hoc Committee  
 

a. Amendments to the County Promotions Funding Guidelines and Grant 
Process – The committee recommended approval of this item with the 
following amendment:  that agencies receiving funding in Round I would not 
be eligible in Round II.  The vote in favor was unanimous. 

 
b. Criteria for adding new agencies to the Hospitality Tax Ordinance – The 

committee recommended approval of this item.  The vote in favor was 
unanimous. 

 
Request to approve the awarding of a contract to Concurrent Technologies 
Corporation for professional services related to the County’s Federal Brownfield 
Assessment Grants – Mr. Jeter moved, seconded by Mr. Montgomery, to approve this 
item.  The vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
Strategic Plan Draft – Ms. Smith moved, seconded by Ms. Dickerson, to give 
preliminary approval to the Strategic Plan on January 6th, hold a public hearing on 
January 20th, and formally adopt the plan at the first meeting in February.  The vote in 
favor was unanimous. 
 

CITIZENS’ INPUT 
 

Ms. Jannie John spoke regarding a postcard that she had received in the mail regarding 
Lower Richland Recreation projects. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

=================================================================== 
Council went into Executive Session at approximately 9:07 p.m. and came out at 
approximately 10:16 p.m. 
=================================================================== 
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County Administrator Evaluation – Mr. Montgomery stated that the evaluation will be 
completed and released at the Special Called Meeting on December 30th. 

 
MOTION PERIOD 

 
Washington Trip for Infrastructure Funding from Stimulus Package – Mr. Jackson 
referred this matter to the A&F Committee. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 10:21 p.m. 
 

 
 

 
________________________________   _____________________________ 
Valerie Hutchinson, Chairwoman      Joyce Dickerson 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ___________________________ 
Norman Jackson            Damon Jeter  
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ____________________________ 
Paul Livingston      Bill Malinowski 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ____________________________ 
Mike Montgomery     L. Gregory Pearce, Jr. 
 
 
 
_________________________________  _____________________________ 
Bernice G. Scott     Kit Smith  
 
 
 
The minutes were transcribed by Michelle M. Onley 


	      6:00 p.m.

