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Minutes of the  
Richland County 

Board of Elections and Voter Registration 
2020 Hampton Street 

Wednesday, January 9, 2013 
4:00 p.m. 

 
 in AttendaBoard Members nce 

Mr. Allen Dowdy, Vice Chair 
Ms. Adell Adams 
s. Elaine DuBose 
r. Herbert W. Sims

M
M  
 
Staff in Attendance 

Executive Dir
uty Director 

Ms. Lillian McBride, 
 Dep

 

ector 
Mr. Garry Baum,
Ms. Rebecca Brown
s. Chelle Epps 
s. Amie Brunson 

M
M
 
Others in Attendance 
Dr. Jasper Salmond 
Mr. Steve Hamm, Esquire 
r. John Nichols, Esquire 
s. Joann Wessinger‐Hill, Esquire 

M
M
 

Call to  eOrd r 

• The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  4:07  p.m.    It  was  noted  that  a  quorum  was 
resent  to  allow  the meeting  to  proceed  and  that  the meeting  had  been  properly 
oticed in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act requirements. 
p
n
 

Approv  al of Minutes from January 3, 2013 Meeting  

• The  Board Members  reviewed  the minutes  from  January  3,  2013.    A motion was 
made to approve the meeting minutes.  Seconded.  Approved 4‐0.   

 

 
Update on  Interim Report  from Steven Hamm, Esquire on  Investigation  into  Issues 
and Problems regarding November 6, 2012 General Election 

• Mr. Steve Hamm presented an update to his interim investigation into the issues and 
problems regarding the 2012 General Election.   At the end of his presentation, Mr. 
Hamm provided the Board Members and members of the media with copies of the 
report.   
 

• Mr. Hamm indicated that a final report will be issued within the upcoming weeks. 
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• A motion was made to adopt the updated report provided by Mr. Hamm.  Seconded.  
Approved 4‐0. 
 

Executive Session 
• A  motion  was  made  to  proceed  into  Executive  Session  to  receive  legal  advice 

egarding  personnel matters.    Seconded.    Approved  4‐0.    The  Board  entered  into r
Executive Session at 5:54 pm. 
 

• A  motion  was  made  to  come  out  of  Executive  Session  at  7:57  pm.    Seconded.  
pproved  4‐0.    The  Board  indicated  that  no  action  was  taken  and  the  Board A

Members only received legal advice during the Executive Session.   
 

• A  motion  was  made  for  the  Board  to  begin  the  process  of  restructuring  and 
mproving accountability mentioned in Mr. Hamm’s report by creating the position i
of Deputy Director for Voter Registration and Absentee.  Seconded.  Approved 4‐0. 
 

• A motion was made  that  the  Board  recommend  and  request  that  the  new Acting 
irector,  Dr.  Salmond,  appoint Ms.  Lillian McBride  to  the  new  position  of  Deputy D

Director of Voter Registration and Absentee.  Seconded.  Approved 4‐0. 
 

• A motion was made that the Board establish and set the salary for the new Deputy 
irector  of  Voter  Registration  and  Absentee  at  the  annual  salary  of  $74,600.  D

Seconded.  Approved 4‐0. 
 

• A motion was made that the Board direct Dr. Salmond (new Acting Director) to look 
at and review the efficiencies of the Elections & Voter Registration office to further 
estructure  and  improve  accountability  as  referenced  in  Mr.  Hamm’s  report.  r
Seconded.  Approved 4‐0. 
 

• A  motion  was  made  that  the  Board  grant  Dr.  Salmond  the  immediate  authority 
ecessary to complete and provide any paperwork necessary to the County in order 
o effectuate a smooth transition on January 12, 2013.  Seconded.  Approved 4‐0.   
n
t
 

Old Business 
• None indicated. 

 
New Business 

• r. Garry Baum  informed  the Board  that  the Elections & Voter Registration office 
m. 

M
will host a Photo ID Training on Wednesday, January 16, 2013 at 6:00 p

• he Board agreed to meet on Wednesday, January 16, 2013 at 4:00pm. 
 
T
 

Adjournment 
• There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:04 pm. 
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REPORT ON THE RICHLAND COUNTY NOVEMBER 6, 2012  
GENERAL ELECTION FOR THE RICHLAND COUNTY BOARD OF  

ELECTION AND VOTER REGISTRATION 
INVESTIGATIVE AUDIT OF ISSUES  

WITH THE NOVEMBER 6, 2012 GENERAL ELECTION 
 

January 9, 2013 
 

Overview 
 

As outside legal counsel to the Board of Elections and Voter Registration of Richland 
County (“Board”), Steven W. Hamm was retained on the morning of Monday, November 12, 
2012, by Richland County to represent the Board in pending legal matters that were a result of 
the recent General Election on November 6, 2012.  Following Chairman Crum obtaining 
authorization from the County to obtain outside legal counsel, Steve Hamm and his law firm was 
initially asked to immediately respond to an Order issued by the South Carolina Supreme Court 
on November 9, 2012 in matter related to the filings by the South Carolina Democratic Party in 
the Court of Common Pleas and to address the Petition filed by the South Carolina Republican 
Party in the original jurisdiction of the South Carolina Supreme Court, as well as provide legal 
advice and assistance the Board in its matters related to and concerning the General Election held 
in Richland County that was conducted by the Board and its staff.  The Supreme Court Order 
stayed the lower court Order and stopped the counting process that was underway by the South 
Carolina Election Commission of the votes cast in Richland County using the election ballots, 
PEBs, Flash Cards and materials seized by SLED as a result of the lower court Order.  
Approximately twenty-four hours following engagement, with the active help of my law partner, 
Jo Anne Wessinger Hill, two filings responding to these actions were submitted on behalf of the 
Board with the South Carolina Supreme Court.  Those filings requested that the Court issue an 
Order directing that all Richland County materials and voting data seized by SLED pursuant to 
an Order issued by Judge Manning on November 8, 2012, be returned to the Board and Election 
staff so that the required canvass of the vote in Richland County could be completed as required 
by state law.  The second filing was a Motion to Dismiss the proceeding before the South 
Carolina Supreme Court due to the Stipulation of Dismissal by the South Carolina Democratic 
Party of the underlying circuit court action.   
 

On the afternoon of Tuesday, November 13, the South Carolina Supreme Court issued an 
Order directing SLED to immediately return all seized Richland County voting materials to the 
Board and Election staff.  In the following days, outside counsel assisted the Board in 
completing the preliminary canvass of the vote and assisted the Board in addressing issues of 
misaligned ballots and counting newly discovered ballots.  The certified election results for 
Richland County were submitted to the State Election Commission late on the afternoon of 
Friday, November 16, following the statutorily required hearing by the Board resolving (and 
counting) a few hundred challenged, fail safe and provisional ballots.  During the very early days 
of working with the Board, outside legal was asked to begin examining election data and meeting 
with staff in order to prepare a comprehensive report to the Board addressing the problems 
related to the General Election.   
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