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	County: Richland
	Description of biggest achievment: The Richland County Seed Sanctuary grew by leaps and bounds in 2021. Designed to provide free vegetable, herb, and wildflower seeds to the community to promote home gardening and pollinator conservation, the Seed Sanctuary is one of RSWCD's most visible and popular programs. RSWCD's e-newsletter subscriptions have more than doubled and approximately 30 community volunteers have connected with RSWCD as a direct result of public interest in the Seed Sanctuary. 

Since the program launch in spring of 2020, RSWCD has provided some 13,000 packets of seed to nearly 3,000 people. In late 2021, RSWCD received a $5,000 Dominion Energy Environmental Education and Stewardship Grant to expand the program with a new physical location at Richland Library Eastover and a traveling "Pop-Up Seed Sanctuary" to provide temporary seed distribution events at community festivals, farmers markets, schools, and churches. 
	Photo of achievment: 
	Photo2 of achievment: 
	Photo2 caption: A variety of vegetable, herb, and wildflower seeds--including the black-eyed Susan, pictured here--are available through the Richland County Seed Sanctuary
	Quatifiable achievments: • $4,500 was awarded to support environmental education initiatives through mini-grants and program sponsorships
• 342 environmental educators attended 14 professional events
• 147 participants attended 2 virtual conservation workshops
• 14 classroom programs delivered to 261 students at 6 schools
• 85 students entered 2021 conservation poster contest
• 61 attendees at 4 Midlands Local Food Collaborative events
• 12 conservation projects mentored at 3 Green Steps Schools
• 126 participants attended 2021 Grower/Buyer Mashup
• 2,309 tourists visited 11 farms during Richland Ag+Art Tour
	Next year's plans/goals: In 2022, RSWCD will launch a Seed Sanctuary at Richland Library Eastover and will make several appearances at community events with its new Pop-Up Seed Sanctuary. RSWCD will publish a K-8 soil science educators' guide and will host an associated educator workshop. Classroom conservation programs, conservation poster contests, and Green Steps School mentorship will continue. RSWCD will co-host or sponsor several professional development events for environmental educators.
	Photo3: 
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	photo caption 3: Commissioners adopted an Advocacy Plan which has resulted in stronger relationships with County Council and Administration.
	photo caption: Community Outreach Coordinator Mary Hannah Lindsay prepares to mail hundreds of seed packets to local residents through the Richland County Seed Sanctuary
	photo caption 4: RSWCD issued Outstanding Youth Awards to Eli Crisan (pictured here) and Ian Saracila in recognition of their volunteer work with SC Adopt-a-Stream.


