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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA A.f, ;,;3(1 gg._
COUNTY COUNCIL FOR RICHLAND COUNTY mﬁ e fﬁ?«j;
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE RICHLAND COUNTY COQE OF =
ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 2, ADMINISTRATION; ARTICLE X, PURCHA‘SING?
DIVISION 7, SMALL LOCAL BUSINESS ENTERPRISE PROCUREM}EN@

REQUIREMENTS; SO AS TO REQUIRE A BUSINESS TO BE ESTABLISHED IN
THE COUNTY AT LEAST ONE YEAR BEFORE CERTIFICATION APPLICATION.

Pursuant to the authority granted by the Constitution and the General Assembly of the
State of South Carolina, BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL FOR
RICHLAND COUNTY:

SECTION I.  The Richland County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 2, Administration;
Article X, Purchasing; Division 7, Small Local Business Enterprise Procurement
Requirements; Section 2-641 (c), Definitions; is hereby amended by the addition or
revision of the following definitions:

Local Business Enterprise (“LBE”) - a firm having a Principal Place of Business or a
Significant Employee Presence or a Significant Business Presence in Richland County,
South Carolina. This definition is subsumed within the definition of Small Local
Business Enterprise.

Significant Business Presence — a physical office within Richland County through which
a firm obtains no less than fifty percent of its overall customers or sales dollars.

Significant Employee Presence — having a physical office within Richland County and no
less than twenty-five percent of a firm’s total number of full and part-time employees
domiciled in Richland County.

SECTIONII. The Richland County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 2, Administration;
Article X, Purchasing; Division 7, Small Local Business Enterprise Procurement
Requirements; Section 2-641, Eligibility for the SLBE Program; is hereby amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 2-641. Eligibility for the SLBE Program.

(a) For the purpose of this program, a firm will be certified as a Small and
Local Business Enterprise (SLBE) with the Procurement Department upon its
submission of a completed certification form (SLBE Form-R), supporting
documentation, and a signed affidavit stating that it meets all of the SLBE
eligibility criteria as set forth below:

1. It is an independently owned and operated for-profit business concern as
defined by South Carolina Code of Laws, Title 33, Chapter 31 that is not a broker,
that is not a subsidiary of another business, that is not dominant in its field of
operation; whose owners are actively involved in day-to-day management and
control of the business, and that also is performing a commercially useful
function;

2. It meets size standard eligibility requirements for Small Business
Enterprises as adopted and periodically amended in the SLBE Schedule of Size
Standard Eligibility Requirements.

Once the gross annual revenues of a business exceed the three-year average gross
annual revenue limits, it should no longer be eligible to benefit as an SLBE firm
and should be permanently graduated from the program. The size standards in
number of employees and annual gross revenue dollars should be reviewed
annually and adjusted periodically to meet changes in market conditions. Joint
ventures must be certified on a bid-by-bid basis. The joint venture itself shall not
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be subject to the size standard limitations imposed by this section. However, each
individual business participating in the joint venture must be certified by the
Procurement Department as an SLBE in order for the joint venture to receive the
benefits of the SLBE program.

3. The firm is a Local Business Enterprise as defined in this division with a
Principal Place of Business or Significant Employee Presence or Significant
Business Presence in Richland County, SC as defined herein;

4. The firm has established its Principal Place of Business or Significant
Employee Presence or Significant Business Presence in Richland County for at
least one year prior to seeking certification as an SLBE; and

5. In the year preceding the date of the initial certification application, the
applicant has not received more than $1,000,000 in County contract payments as a
result of contract awards from the County achieved through an open competitive
bidding process.

(b) Upon receipt of SLBE certification or re-certification applications, the
Director of Procurement or designated Procurement Department staff shall review
all enclosed forms affidavits and documentation to make a prima facie
determination as to whether the applicant satisfies the SLBE eligibility
requirements as set forth in this policy. Applicants determined ineligible to
participate as a SLBE shall receive a letter from the Director of Procurement
stating the basis for the denial of eligibility. Applicants determined ineligible
shall not be eligible to submit a new application for one year after the date of the
notice of denial of eligibility.

() Applicants determined eligible to participate in the SLBE program shall
submit a completed re-certification form (SLBE-R) every two years to the
Procurement Department for review and continued certification. However, upon
application for re-certification, an SLBE firm must be an independently owned
and operated business concern, and maintain a Principal Place of Business or
Significant Employment Presence in the County of Richland in accordance with
this Section 2-641 of Division 7, “Eligibility for the SLBE Program,” of this
Policy. To qualify for recertification, an SLBE’s maximum employment numbers
and annual gross revenues average for the three fiscal years immediately
preceding the application for recertification shall not exceed the size standard
eligibility requirements.

(d) In the course of considering the certification or re-certification status of
any SLBE firm, the Director of Procurement or his or her designees shall
periodically conduct audits and inspect the office, job site, records, and
documents of the firm, and shall interview the firm’s employees, subcontractors,
and vendors as reasonably necessary to ensure that all eligibility standards are
satisfied and that the integrity of the SLBE Program is maintained.

(e) For purposes of this Program, a firm will be certified as an Emerging
SLBE by the Procurement Department upon its submission of a completed
certification form (SLBE Form-R), supporting documentation, and a signed
affidavit stating that it meets all of the Emerging SLBE eligibility criteria as set
forth below:

l. The firm complies with SLBE criteria as specified above in Sec. 2-641
(a)(1), (a)(3) and (a)(4);

2. The firm has been in existence for less than five years;

3. The firm has no more than five full-time employees; and

4. The firm’s annual gross revenues as averaged over the life of the firm are

less than $1 million.
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SECTION II1. Severability. If any section, subsection, or clause of this ordinance shall
be deemed to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, the validity of the remaining
sections, subsections, and clauses shall not be affected thereby.

SECTION IV. Conlflicting Ordinances Repealed. All ordinances or parts of ordinances
in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION V. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective from and after October
21,2014.

RICHLAND COUNTY COUNCIL

Attest this _I a‘d\) day of
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S. Monique McDaniels
Clerk of Council

RICHLAND COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
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Approved As To LEGAL Form Only.
No Opinion Rendered As To Content.

First Reading: July 1, 2014
Second Reading: September 16, 2014
Third Reading: October 21, 2014
Public Hearing: July 7, 2014



